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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, every good and perfect 

gift comes from You alone. For with 
You, there is no variation or shadow of 
turning. Help us to place our hope in 
You and remember how You have sus-
tained us in the past. 

Give our Senators the wisdom to 
trust You in the small things, realizing 
that faithfulness with the least pre-
pares them for fidelity with the much. 
May they trust You to do what is best 
for America. In good and bad times, 
keep them from underestimating the 
power of Your might. 

Lord, we thank You for continuing to 
heal Senator HARRY REID. 

We praise You in Your sacred Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2015—MOTION TO PROCEED 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to H.R. 240. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 5, H.R. 

240, a bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of Homeland Security for the fiscal 
year beginning September 30, 2015, and for 
other purposes. 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—S. 338 
AND S. 339 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I understand there 
are two bills at the desk due for a sec-
ond reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bills by title for the 
second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 338) to permanently reauthorize 

the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 
A bill (S. 339) to repeal the Patient Protec-

tion and Affordable Care Act and the Health 
Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 
2010 entirely. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in 
order to place the bills on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bills will be placed on the cal-
endar. 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, at 

noon today the Senate will vote on pas-
sage of H.R. 203, the bipartisan vet-
erans suicide prevention bill. Fol-
lowing the recess for the weekly party 
lunches, we will vote on cloture on the 
motion to proceed to H.R. 240, a bill to 
fund the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. 
CLAY HUNT SUICIDE PREVENTION FOR AMERICAN 

VETERANS ACT 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, fol-

lowing last week’s bipartisan vote for 
American jobs, the new Republican 
Congress will vote to send the Presi-

dent another bipartisan bill today. It is 
legislation that already passed the 
House of Representatives unanimously, 
the Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for 
American Veterans Act. 

This bill would offer critical support 
to the men and women who have al-
ready sacrificed so much for all of us. 
It would extend a helping hand to he-
roes when they need it. It is just the 
kind of commonsense bipartisan action 
the new Congress can deliver for the 
American people. 

Let me recognize once more the great 
work of Senators ISAKSON and MCCAIN 
on this bill. I hope our colleagues 
across the aisle will help us pass this 
legislation today with strong bipar-
tisan support. 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY FUNDING 

Mr. President, when the new Senate 
convened, I stated my view that de-
mocracy is not about what you can get 
away with, it is about what can be 
achieved together. Exercising raw 
power is easier, no question about that. 
Changing the rules of democracy when 
they do not suit you can be pretty 
tempting to politicians. But we are 
hoping our colleagues in the Demo-
cratic Party will agree that elected 
leaders can be bigger than that. We are 
hoping Democrats will agree that it is 
on Presidents to consider the long- 
term consequences of partisan power 
grabs and to rise above the kinds of 
partisan temptations that tend to 
emerge. 

The choices Democrats make on the 
legislation before us will say a lot 
about whether there are still two seri-
ous political parties in our country, 
whether there are still two parties in-
terested in governing within a con-
stitutional framework. 

At its core, the debate is about 
whether Democrats think Presidents of 
either party should have the power to 
simply do what they want. While this 
is about more than just President 
Obama, it is also true that President 
Obama has repeatedly reached beyond 
his authority. 
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